


	
	
Transmissions	have	a	finite	life	span,	yet	most	people	
do	little	to	maintain	their	transmission.	Even	when	
manufacturers	suggest	changing	the	fluid	every	30-
40,000	miles,	few	people	make	it	happen.	Worse	yet	
are	the	little	things	people	should	avoid	doing	that	
shorten	the	life	of	a	transmission.	

	
Here	are	a	few	insights…	
	

DO	follow	your	manufacturer’s	recommended	
service	interval.		

The	property	of	the	fluid	breaks	down	over	time.	
The	fluid	will	eventually	turn	to	a	varnish	and	lose	its	
ability	to	lubricate.	Stay	in	front	of	this	issue	by	
checking	your	fluid	levels	regularly.	

A	typical	transmission	service	involves	removing	
the	transmission	oil	pan,	cleaning	and	inspecting	the	
pan	for	the	presence	of	metal	shavings,	replacing	the	
pan	gasket	and	filling	with	clean	fresh	fluid.	

	

DON’T	keep	your	gas	pedal	on	the	floor	when	
going	up	a	long,	steep	incline.		

This	is	especially	true	when	carrying	a	great	load	
than	normal	or	towing	a	trailer.	Traveling	up	a	steep		

	

hill	puts	a	lot	of	stress	on	a	transmission,	which	turns	
to	heat,	which	can	overheat	your	transmission.	

Check	your	owner’s	manual	to	make	sure	you	
don’t	exceed	the	tow	weight	limit.	This	is	critical	in	
hilly	areas.	The	heat	of	driving	through	the	desert	can	
also	play	a	role	in	how	fast	the	transmission	heats	up.	

	

DON’T	switch	to	the	latest	fluid.		
Synthetics	take	longer	to	breakdown	than	organic	

fluids	from	heat	and	are	therefore	pushed	by	many	
repair	companies.	However,	most	people	are	
unaware	that	there	are	almost	two-dozen	types	of	
transmission	fluid	to	choose	from	and	the	only	one	to	
be	used	is	recommended	in	the	auto	manual.	This	will	
avoid	many	secondary	problems.	

	

DON’T	replace	a	dead	transmission	with	a	
rebuilt	one.		

Instead	replace	it	with	a	remanufactured	one,	
which	are	better	than	the	original.	Remanufactured	
transmissions	receive	the	benefit	of	additional	
lessons	learned.	The	update	kits	also	include	
smoother	shifting	and	longer	lasting	parts.	The	
quality	is	high	enough	that	Hi-Tech	puts	its	extended	
warranty	on	the	product.	



DO	come	to	a	complete	stop	before	backing	up.		
Shifting	into	drive	from	reverse	or	visa	versa	

before	the	car	comes	to	a	complete	stop	can	chip,	
crack	or	break	gears	and	severely	damage	the	
transmission.	These	types	of	repairs	are	costly	
because	the	transmission	must	be	removed	from	the	
vehicle	and	disassembled.	
	

DO	set	your	emergency	brake	when	parking	on	
an	incline.		

Set	the	emergency	brake	before	shifting	the	
transmission	into	park.	This	puts	the	car’s	weight	on	
the	brake	rather	than	on	the	transmission.	

However,	using	the	brake	after	several	years	of	
non-use	might	cause	a	new	problem.	The	brake	line	is	
similar	to	a	bike	brake	line	in	that	the	center	core	is		

	
pulled	inside	of	a	shell	to	set	the	brake,	but	if	it	hasn’t	
been	used	for	years,	it	may	not	slide	back	to	its	
starting	position	if	rust	blocks	the	line.	Rusted	lines	
are	easily	replaced,	so	its	more	important	to	make	
sure	your	car	doesn’t	roll	back	and	hit	someone	else’s	
car	than	being	worried	about	it	not	popping	back	to	
its	starting	position.	
	

DON’T	spin	your	wheels	when	stuck	in	snow.		
Shifting	back	and	forth	between	drive	and	

reverse	to	rock	out	of	a	slick	area	only	increases	the	
heat.	In	fact,	it	only	takes	a	few	minutes	of	
unrestricted	spinning	to	burn	out	a	transmission.	All	
too	often	people	think	they’re	getting	close	to	freeing	
their	car	so	they	extend	past	the	five	minute	mark,	
only	to	find	out	the	transmission	dies	2-3	days	later.	

	

DO	consider	an	external	transmission	cooler.		
Consider	installing	a	cooler	if	you	regularly	drive	

in	the	desert,	pull	lots	of	loads	or	drive	in	
mountainous	conditions.	

The	end	result	of	following	these	insights	will	be	
a	longer	lasting	transmission.	
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Kids	getting	back	to	school	signal	the	end	of	summer	
and	the	time	to	winterize	your	car.	Breakdowns	in	
bad	weather	are	dangerous	and	can	be	avoided	with	
the	following	preventative	maintenance	tips:	
	
Check	the	Owner’s	Manual	

The	manufacturer	publishes	its	recommended	
service	schedule	in	the	owner’s	manual.	Some	list	
two	schedules	of	preventative	maintenance:	normal;	
and,	severe.	The	severe	schedule	is	no	longer	based	
on	the	road	warrior	of	yesteryear,	but	on	the	driver	
placing	the	greatest	amount	of	
stress	on	a	car	in	urban	and	
suburban	stop-n-go	traffic.	

	
Engine	Performance	

Any	form	of	drivability	
issues	(hard	starts,	rough	idling,	
stalling,	diminished	power,	etc.)	
should	be	corrected	before	the	
eminent	cold	weather	makes	all	
existing	problems	worse.	The	
most	common	are	the	
replacement	of	filters,	removing	
moisture	from	fuel,	etc.	

In	addition,	anytime	
dashboard	or	warning	lights	go	
on	it’s	important	to	have	it	
checked	out	immediately.	While	
some	lights	alert	you	of	a	
growing	problem,	others	light	
for	imminent	catastrophe	that	will	lead	to	thousands	
of	dollars	in	repair	work	unless	the	car	is	pulled	over	
and	stopped.	Reviewing	your	lights	with	a	mechanic	

can	save	you	money.	
	

Fuel	
Moisture	in	the	fuel	can	freeze	during	super	cold	

days	and	can	be	prevented.	Years	ago	the	
recommendation	was	to	add	a	deicer	to	the	tank	once	
a	month,	but	with	today’s	ethanol	gas	mixtures	and	
discount	gasoline,	this	pattern	creates	multiple	
problems	and	costly	repairs.	Instead,	using	BP	or	
Shell	gasoline,	which	has	a	winter	blend	already	in	
the	gasoline,	will	protect	the	fuel	from	freezing.	

	
Oil	and	Filter	

Every	vehicle	has	a	
recommended	amount	of	
mileage	between	oil	and	filter	
changes.	Many	repair	shops	
encourage	car	owners	to	follow	
the	guidelines	to	extend	the	life	
of	the	vehicle.	However,	a	few	
repair	shops	try	to	advance	the	
process,	which	is	never	needed	
unless	the	vehicle	experiences	a	
lot	of	stop-n-go	driving	or	dirty	
roads.	

	
Cooling	System	

The	frequency	of	flushing	
and	refilling	the	cooling	system	
is	recommended	in	the	owner’s	
manual.	The	level,	condition	and	

concentration	of	coolant	(typically	a	50/50	mixture	
of	anti-freeze	and	distilled	water)	should	be	checked	
periodically.	Also,	inspecting	the	coolant	reservoir	
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will	give	insights	to	the	condition	and	flow	of	the	
system.	

The	tightness	and	condition	of	drive	belts,	
tensioner,	clamps	and	hoses	play	an	important	role	in	
the	system’s	performance	and	should	only	be	
checked	by	a	certified	mechanic.	Don’t	ever	find	
yourself	removing	the	radiator	cap	without	first	
allowing	the	radiator	to	cool	down	completely.	

	
Heater/Defroster	

There	is	nothing	like	having	a	heater/defroster	
that	doesn’t	work	during	the	winter.	Passenger	
comfort	and	drivability	is	critical	to	the	ongoing	
operations	of	a	car.	It	is	prudent	to	check	this	system	
before	winter	is	upon	us.	

	
Windshield	Safety	

Rubber-clad	blades	and	windshield	washer	
solvent	are	the	two	best	tools	to	protect	the	
drivability	of	a	car	in	the	winter.	The	blades	are	
designed	to	fight	ice	buildup	and	the	solvent	makes	
sure	the	windshield	is	clear	of	debris	during	the	
winter.	Stocking	up	on	the	fluid	in	advance	and	
purchasing	new	blades	will	start	the	season	off	well,	
but	don’t	forget	to	make	sure	an	ice-scraper	can	be	
found	in	your	car.	

	
Battery	

All	too	often	people	buy	batteries	that	are	the	
wrong	size	for	their	car’s	activities	in	the	winter.	
Most	people	size	their	battery	based	on	summer	use,	
forgetting	that	2-3	times	more	charge	is	required	to	
start	the	same	vehicle	in	the	winter.	Certified	
mechanics	have	access	to	professional	equipment	
that	can	help	right	size	the	battery	based	on	the	
vehicle	and	location	it’s	operated	within.	

Interstate	batteries	are	sized	based	on	all	start	
conditions	and	are	good	for	about	five	years.	
Discounted	batteries,	which	save	the	car	owner	$20-
$30,	are	good	for	one	and	a	half	to	two	years.	

Also,	mechanics	can	scrape	away	corrosion	from	
the	posts	and	cable	connections	to	increase	the	flow	
of	energy.	Maintaining	the	proper	levels	of	acid	and	
fluid	levels	are	paramount	to	making	sure	the	battery	
will	get	you	through	the	winter.	However,	some	
batteries	do	not	allow	access	or	maintenance	to	the	
battery.	

	
Lights	

Inspecting	all	lights	and	bulbs	is	a	must.	Road	
grime	and	natural	weathering	of	the	lenses	can	
diminish	the	reach	of	the	light	beam.	The	
replacement	of	weaker	bulbs	is	done	best	prior	to	the	
winter	weather.	Consideration	should	also	be	given	
to	replacing	the	headlight	pods,	as	the	yellowing	of	

the	pods	tend	to	diminish	the	effectiveness	of	the	
bulbs.	The	added	brightness	is	worth	the	
approximate	$100	price	carried	by	most	cars.	
SilverStar	lights	by	Sylvania	also	increase	the	beam’s	
reach.	

	
Exhaust	System	

Not	only	is	the	system	performance	important	to	
the	state’s	licensing	process,	but	it’s	also	important	to	
make	sure	no	leaks	exist.	Small	holes	can	fill	the	cab	
with	exhaust	fumes	that	can	be	deadly.	A	mechanic	
with	a	lift	can	easily	accomplish	the	inspection	of	the	
system	and	floorboards	for	small	leaks.	

	
Tires	

Worn	tires	can	turn	into	nightmares	during	first	
snowfalls.	Making	sure	the	tires	are	examined	for	
tread	life,	uneven	wearing,	cupping,	and	cracks	will	
protect	the	vehicle’s	precious	cargo.	Tire	pressure	
should	be	checked	monthly	when	the	car	has	cooled	
down.	To	get	an	extended	life	out	of	the	tires,	a	
mechanic	can	rotate	the	tires	regularly	and	check	the	
spare	that	is	forgotten	more	times	than	not.	A	jack	of	
some	form	should	also	be	present	in	the	car	at	all	
times.	

	
Winter	Emergencies	

Carrying	a	winter	kit	in	the	car	is	prudent	
regardless	of	the	severe	weather	that	can	come	up	
quickly.	The	kit	should	include	blankets,	a	small	
shovel,	sand	or	kitty	liter,	flashlight	and	high-energy	
bars.	It	can	also	include	gloves,	boots,	flares,	tire	
chains,	and	a	cell	phone.	Strobe	flashers	are	a	great	
tool	for	alerting	oncoming	drivers	of	your	roadside	
issues	and	are	well	worth	the	added	ten-dollar	
expense.	

	
The	winterization	process	allows	every	driver	to	
prepare	for	the	winter	and	check	everything	that	is	
most	likely	to	go	wrong	had	it	not	been	addressed.	
This	provides	much	greater	safety	and	peace	of	mind	
for	those	on	the	way	to	grandmother’s	house	for	hot	
cider	and	chocolate	cookies.	
	

	



What to Do 
in a 
Roadside 
Emergency 
	
Safety	should	be	your	first	concern	when	you’re	the	
recipient	of	a	sudden	flat	tire,	mechanical	breakdown	
or	an	empty	gas	tank.	The	following	actions	will	help	
ensure	your	safety.	
Turn	on	Hazard	Lights	

The	moment	you’ve	experienced	a	major	car	
problem,	take	your	foot	off	of	the	gas	pedal	and	turn	
on	your	hazard	lights.	This	will	alert	other	drivers	
that	you’ll	be	moving	into	a	safer	position	and	they	
will	most	likely	give	you	the	space	needed	to	
maneuver.	
	
Get	off	the	Road	

Getting	the	car	off	of	a	
highway	or	major	street	will	
increase	your	safety.	On	a	
highway,	you’ll	want	to	pull	as	
far	off	the	road	as	possible	to	
keep	out	of	the	way	of	traffic.	
If	you	pull	off	onto	the	right	
shoulder	and	your	car	is	still	
partially	in	a	live	traffic	lane,	
get	out	of	the	car	on	the	
passenger	side	and	move	to	a	
safe	area.	
	
Notify	the	Police	

Calling	the	police	allows	them	to	dispatch	an	
officer	for	your	safety	and	the	safety	of	the	other	cars.	
The	officer	will	also	be	able	to	direct	traffic	should	
you	require	towing	or	a	lane	to	be	temporarily	closed	
down.	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	

Make	your	Vehicle	Visible	
Setting	up	hazard	lights	to	alert	other	drives	of	

your	car’s	presence	will	help.	To	encourage	drivers	to	
change	into	a	lane	further	away	from	your	car	can	be	
done	with	a	set	of	three	or	more	emergency	lights	set	
up	every	20	steps	from	your	car.	

	
Display	a	Distress	Signal	

If	you	are	unable	to	contact	the	police,	you	can	
end	a	distress	signal	by	raising	your	hood	or	tying	a	
white	rag	to	an	antenna,	door	handle,	or	bumper.	You	
can	also	open	the	window	to	pinch	the	white	rag	in	

place.	Or,	purchase	some	
inexpensive	strobe	lights	to	
keep	handy	in	the	trunk.	

	
Keep	the	Doors	Locked	

If	the	vehicle	is	in	a	safe	
location,	you	should	wait	inside.	
Keep	the	doors	locked	and	the	
safety	belts	fastened.	If,	
however,	you	need	to	move	
away	from	the	car,	keep	it	
locked	to	avoid	auto	theft.	

	
Exercise	Caution	

Be	very	careful	with	volunteers	wanting	to	help.	
While	an	off	duty	mechanic	might	give	you	ideal	
service,	you	might	have	a	predator	offering	to	help.	
Using	good	judgment	in	accepting	help	from	
strangers	can	be	critical,	especially	at	night.	If	you	
need	help	from	a	stranger,	ask	him	or	her	to	make	a	
phone	call	for	you,	while	you	stay	in	your	locked	car.	

	
	 	

Ensure	Your	
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Summer	is	a	great	time	to	build	an	emergency	car	kit.	
The	contents	are	different	today	than	a	dozen	years	
ago	due	to	changes	in	vehicles,	drivers’	attitudes	and	
safety	laws.	The	following	information	will	help	you	
build	a	modern	kit	to	help	you	get	through	the	
undesirable	breakdown.	
	
Rags:	One	or	two	clean	lint	free	rags	are	important	to	
keep	in	the	glove	compartment.	The	rags	can	be	used	
for	numerous	things	including	wiping	windows,	oil	
dipsticks,	and	transmission	dipsticks.	One	can	be	
used	inside	the	car	and	the	other	for	under	the	hood.	
	
Spare	Parts:	An	extra	set	of	wiper	blades	are	
prudent.	As	for	extra	belts	and	lights,	which	were	
common	in	kits	two-dozen	years	ago,	today	its	better	
to	carry	phone	numbers	to	your	automotive	network	
like	Hi-Tech	Automotive’s	nation	wide	Technet	
partners	or	any	automotive	club.	
	
Spare	Tire:	Make	sure	there’s	a	spare	tire	in	the	car.	
Check	the	spare	often	to	make	sure	it	is	not	overly	
worn	and	if	it’s	a	full	size	spare	make	sure	it	has	
plenty	of	air.	Hi-Tech	automatically	checks	the	spare	
with	every	oil	change.	
	
Lug	Wrench:	A	lug	wrench	and	a	jack	specific	to	the	
car	is	necessary	safety	equipment	for	changing	tires.	
However,	changing	a	tire	on	the	side	of	a	highway	is	
more	dangerous	today	than	in	the	past.	This	might	be	
the	ideal	time	to	call	for	help.	
	
Jumper	Cables:	Knowing	which	connector	on	
jumper	cables	needs	to	be	connected	first,	and	the	
opposite	being	removed	first,	is	a	critical	safety	issue.	
Since	batteries	are	more	volatile	and	susceptible	to	
exploding,	spraying	acid	everywhere,	it’s	better	to	
call	in	a	professional.	AAA,	motor	clubs	or	Technet	
can	usually	arrive	on	site	within	30-minutes.	
	
Snow	and	Ice	Equipment:	Carry	the	following	in	
your	trunk:	a	bag	of	sand,	small	shovel,	ice	scraper,	
blanket,	protein	bars	and	a	can	of	deicing	fluid.	

Flashlights	and	Reflectors:	A	flashlight	can	be	
stored	in	the	glove	compartment	for	easy	access	and	
can	be	used	for	looking	under	the	hood	or	as	an	
emergency	light.	A	flashlight	with	a	red	blinker	can	
also	be	used	for	diverting	traffic.	Reflectors	set	every	
ten	feet	will	also	help	give	traffic	a	better	opportunity	
to	avoid	hitting	a	stranded	car.	Roadside	flashing	LED	
emergency	lights	are	also	a	worthwhile	addition	to	
the	kit.	
	
First-Aid	Kit:	A	refillable	first-aid	kit	filled	with	a	
variety	of	bandages,	tweezers,	surgical	tape,	
antibiotic	ointment,	burn	ointment,	and	a	good	
antiseptic.	
	
Hand	Cleaner:	Hand	cleaners	are	basically	grease	
solvents.	They	range	from	heavy-duty	that	removes	
the	skin	along	with	the	grease,	to	soothing,	good-
smelling	creams	that	leave	your	skin	feeling	reborn,	
to	pre-cleaners	that	you	put	on	your	hands	before	
you	start	working	so	grease	slides	off	easily	
afterward.	
	
Gloves:	Dishwashing	gloves	are	readily	available	and	
will	protect	your	hands	from	grease.	However,	
gasoline	and	other	solvents	may	melt	them.	For	
greater	protection,	industrial	rubber	gloves	from	a	
swimming	pool	supply	company	will	not	be	affected	
by	gasoline,	solvent,	or	battery	acid.	If	mobility	is	
more	important,	a	good	leather	glove	will	also	
protect	the	hands.	Whichever	type	of	glove	you	
choose,	it’s	wise	to	keep	them	in	a	plastic	bag	after	
each	use	until	it	can	be	cleaned.	
	
Spare	Tools:	A	spray	can	of	penetrating	oil	and	a	
couple	screwdrivers	and	some	standard	size	
combination	wrenches	will	protect	you	from	any	
simple	situation	that	might	arise.	Anything	requiring	
more	sophisticated	tools	is	better	left	for	a	certified	
mechanic.	
	
Hat:	This	is	to	protect	your	hair	from	grease	and	
getting	tangled	in	any	moving	part.	
	
Cellular	phone:	This	device	no	longer	belongs	in	an	
emergency	kit,	as	most	people	carry	them	on	their	
person.	Setting	up	a	speed	dial	for	Hi-Tech	
Automotive’s	nation	wide	Technet	partners	or	any	
motor	club	before	a	trip	is	a	good	idea.	
	
Miscellaneous	Stuff:	A	roll	of	duct	tape,	a	roll	of	
electrician’s	tape,	a	sharp	knife,	and	scissors	also	
might	come	in	handy.	



Checking	Tires	Old	vs.	New	School
Tires	require	checking	on	a	monthly	basis	or	with	
every	dramatic	temperature	change.	Simple	tire	
checking	tricks	were	developed	years	ago	to	let	a	car	
owner	know	when	to	take	his	tires	in	for	repairs	and	
replacements.	With	the	introduction	of	technology	in	
automotive,	the	tricks	are	no	longer	safe,	however	it	
was	replaced	with	a	better	scientific	system.	
	

TREAD	DEPTH	
	
Old	School	–	Treads	
are	measured	in	
32nds	of	an	inch.	
The	simplest	way	
for	a	driver	to	
capture	that	small	of	
a	measurement	was	
by	sticking	a	penny	
into	the	tread.	If	
Lincoln’s	head	
disappeared	the	tire	
is	good.	If	only	his	
hair	disappeared,	it	
was	time	to	get	new	
tires.	Unfortunately	
fewer	drivers	carry	
pennies	on	them.	
	
New	School	–	Tread	indicators	are	now	built	into	the	
tire	tread.	When	the	tire	wears	down	even	with	the	
indicator,	the	tire	must	be	replaced.	The	indicators	
look	like	little	rubber	blocks	stuck	in	the	tread.	
	

LEAKING	AIR	
Old	School	–	Spraying	soapy	water	onto	part	of	a	
leaking	tire	and	looking	for	bubbles	was	easy	for	
punctures,	but	all	too	often	cracks	in	the	sidewall	or	
gaps	at	the	rim	went	unnoticed.	And,	it	was	difficult	
to	roll	the	car	forward	to	spray	the	part	of	the	tire	
that	was	on	the	ground,	pinched	off	from	leaking.	
This	practice	was	a	hit	or	miss	process.	
	
New	School	–	Auto	repair	shops	have	water	bins	for	
tires.	They	submerge	a	portion	of	the	tire	and	slowly	
rotate	it,	looking	for	bubbles.	This	process	makes	
sure	there	is	adequate	pressure	to	find	the	leak.	It	
also	gives	a	clear	view	of	the	rim	seal,	cracks	in	the	
sidewalls	and	full	access	to	the	tread.	
	
	
	

VALVE	STEM	
Old	School	–	Placing	spit	on	the	valve	stem	to	detect	
bubbles	on	a	leaking	valve	was	common	practice	
until	the	industry	realized	the	salts	from	the	spit	was	
negatively	impacting	the	valve	and	its	shaft.	
	
New	School	–	The	stems	can	be	pressure	checked	at	
the	auto	shop	using	a	tire	pressure	monitor,	but	due	
to	the	low	cost	of	stem	valves,	many	shops	
automatically	replace	the	stem	every	time	a	
significant	change	is	made	to	the	tires.	
	

OTHER	CHECK	TRICKS	AT	HOME	
	
It’s	unfortunate	when	
a	driver	hits	a	curb,	as	
it	can	impact	the	
integrity	of	the	tire	
sidewall.	The	hot	sun	
can	do	just	as	much	
damage	to	an	
unprotected	tire.	
Small	cracks	are	of	
little	concern,	but	
once	the	cracks	
spread	deep	enough	
to	fit	a	pen	tip	into	it,	
the	tire	is	
compromised	and	
needs	to	be	replaced	immediately	for	the	sake	of	
safety.	The	larger	and	deeper	the	crack	the	more	
likely	the	tire	will	shred	on	the	highway.	
	

	
Reviewing	the	
wear	of	the	
tread	also	gives	
insights	into	
related	
problems	like	
wheel	balance	
or	alignment.	
The	more	

significant	the	wearing	the	more	likely	other	
problems	might	exist	like	bad	ball	joints.	
	
	 	



	

Keeping	Your	Car	Drivable	

	
TV	commercials	will	sell	the	latest	gimmick	to	extend	
the	life	of	your	car,	but	preventative	maintenance	is	
the	only	miracle	you	need.	Today’s	cars	can	easily	last	
twice	as	long	with	the	proper	maintenance.	All	
moving	parts	require	grease.	All	systems	require	
fluids.	And,	all	interiors	require	protection	from	the	
sun.	

The	following	9	Tips	will	extend	the	life	of	your	
vehicle	when	done	in	conjunction	with	a	regularly	
scheduled	maintenance	program.	Some	of	the	more	
costly	maintenance	items	aren’t	necessary	if	you	are	
only	keeping	your	car	for	a	couple	years	or	up	to	
100,000	miles.	However,	if	you	plan	on	keeping	your	
car	for	a	longer	period	of	time,	it	will	be	far	less	
costly	to	do	so	by	following	all	9	Tips	below.	

	
Tip	1	

Change	the	oil	and	filter	every	3,000	to	6,000	
miles	based	on	oil	and	synthetics.	This	is	the	most	
important	element	of	extending	the	car’s	life.	Drops	
in	oil	levels	and	long	stretches	between	changes	will	
greatly	shorten	the	life	of	the	car.	
	
Tip	2	

Flush	the	cooling	system	and	change	coolant	in	
accordance	with	the	vehicle’s	service	intervals.	By	
using	a	50/50	mix	of	coolant	and	distilled	water	the	
system	will	fight	corrosion	and	prevent	any	form	of	
buildup.	This	is	important	as	corrosion	works	from	
the	inside	out.	
	
Tip	3	

Change	transmission	and	differential	fluids	in	
accordance	with	service	intervals.	
	
	

Tip	4	
Keep	the	vehicle	clean.	Washing	the	outside	of	the	

vehicle	cleans	away	winter	road	salt	and	other	grimy	
items	that	can	rust	and	scratch	the	body.	The	
cleaning	should	include	the	underside	of	the	car	and	
wheel	wells.	
	
Tip	5	

Lubricate	all	moving	parts	including	door	hinges,	
ball	joints	and	driveline	u-joints.	
	
Tip	6	

Seal	the	car’s	paint	with	a	quality	wax	coating	
every	six	months.	
	
Tip	7	

Protect	the	interior	plastic	from	the	sun	by	
applying	a	UV	protectant	to	prevent	the	plastic	and	
vinyl	from	drying	out.	
	
Tip	8	

Change	the	power	steering	fluids	every	2-3	years.	
This	will	greatly	extend	the	life	of	the	power	steering	
pump	and	steering	gear.	
	
Tip	9	

Replace	brake	fluid	and	bleed	the	system	every	
two	years	to	avoid	moisture	buildup	that	causes	
components	to	corrode	and	fail.	If	not	handled	
regularly	expect	to	replace	expensive	calipers,	wheel	
cylinders,	master	cylinders,	and	ABS	valves.	Also,	
inspect	steel	brake	lines	for	corrosion	due	to	the	
harsh	environment	in	the	area.	


